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Responses for Document 00105
00105-001:

Thank you for your comment.

00105-002:

To the degree possible, integrity of the pipeline to transport oil without spills, etc., under the Proposed
Action, is accomplished through JPO oversight and a variety of design features and operational
controls as addressed in Section 4.1.1, 4.1.2 and 4.1.3 of the EIS. However, even with these features
in place the possibility of oil spills cannot be fully removed. For this reason there are also spill
prevention and response measures that are included as part of the proposed action and that are
presented in Section 4.1.4 of the FEIS. The potential impacts associated with spills of various
probabilities and magnitudes are presented in Section 4.4 of the FEIS.
The issue of the potential introduction of invasive aquatic species into Prince William Sound via tanker
ballast water is discussed in the analysis of cumulative impacts in Section 4.7.7.2.1. It is recognized
in that section that tanker traffic associated with the oil transport from the pipeline will add to the
potential for introducing such organisms into Prince William Sound and that ballast water treatment
would reduce the potential for such an impact.
Maintaining fish passage at points where TAPS crosses streams and rivers is also addressed in the
FEIS. Federal Grant Stipulation 2.5.1 identifies a number of requirements and controls that must be
met relative to fish passage (see Section 4.1.3.3, Table 4.1-2). Potential impacts of the Proposed
Action on fish passage are discussed in Section 4.3.16.2. Briefly, this section identifies that while
temporary impediments to fish passage may occur in some streams as a result of the presence and
operation of TAPS, long-term effects on fish populations are not anticipated. One factor in drawing
this conclusion is the variety of measures that are in place to evaluate stream crossings, identify
obstructions to fish passage, and address such obstructions.

00105-003:

It is correct that the effects of aging have the potential to impact the integrity and reliability of any
mechanical system. However, age alone does not dictate reliability or performance. Myriad factors
can impact system performance. For example, the manner in which mechanical systems are
operated and maintained can greatly influence their long-term integrity, reliability, and performance.
Existing right-of-way requirements and TAPAA provide the BLM with sufficient authority to oversee
TAPS operations and to impose strict and enforceable requirements on APSC. Utilizing its oversight
authority, the JPO ensures that APSC’s operating and maintenance procedures take all potential
impacting factors into account and are sufficient and appropriate to maintain TAPS integrity. The JPO
also has the authority to direct APSC to undertake changes, repairs, or upgrades when that is not the
case. Under the reliability centered maintenance (RCM) program, all TAPS subsystems are being
carefully evaluated for the consequences of their failure and will have maintenance regimens or
remanufacture, overhaul, or replacement schedules established that preclude such failures from
occurring, if they would have an adverse impact on public safety or the environment.

00105-004:

As described in Section 4.1.2.9 of the EIS, APSC has three different leak detection systems in place:
1) Deviation Alarms, 2) Line Volume Balance (LVB) and 3) Transient Volume Balance (TVB). The
leak detection systems for the TAPS can detect leaks down to 0.12% of rated capacity or
approximately 100 barrels per hour. Leaks from above ground sections of TAPS can be detected by
surveillance as small as 1 gallon per day. A 1 gallon per minute leak below ground can be assumed to
be detected and located within 3 months. Section 4.4 of the EIS discusses the spill scenarios
considered and the estimated impacts from these scenarios. The scenarios range from high
frequency/low consequence events to low frequency/high consequence occurrences. One of the
scenarios considered along the pipeline is a leak due to corrosion related damage that could occur
either above or below ground. Up to 10,000 bbl of oil was assumed to spill and the spill duration was
assumed to be prolonged (on the order of days).
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00105-005:

Section 4.3.16.2 has been modified to more clearly identify that current operations include training,
coordination between agency biologists and APSC field personnel, annual inspections of fish
crossings to identify potential obstructions, and follow-up procedures to ensure that obstructions are
removed and improvements are made in a timely fashion

00105-006:

Tanker operations, regulations, and spill analysis all used historic information to evaluate the effects of
weather on operations of the terminal and the tanker fleet. While ice is not mentioned explicitly,
adverse weather conditions are discussed. The text was changed to reflect the fact that Port Valdez
does have icing.

00105-007:

Under the proposed action, oily (non-segregated) ballast water from tankers is required to be treated
in the Ballast Water Treatment Facility (BWTF), as identified in Section 4.1.2.7. Potential impacts of
BWTF operations on fish resources, including introduction of nonindigenous organisms) is presented
in Section 4.3.16.1 of the EIS. As identified in that section, it has been observed that oily ballast water
contains very few viable organisms. Following treatment of the oily ballast water in the BWTF, it is
considered unlikely that nonindigenous organisms would be introduced via the BWTF. Of greater
concern, is the potential for introduction of nonindigenous organisms via non-oily (i.e., segregated)
ballast water that gets exchanged for water in Prince William Sound. The possibility of the
introduction of nonindigenous organisms via untreated segregated tanker ballast water is addressed
as part of the analysis of cumulative effects in section 4.7.7.2.1. A reference to this section has been
added to the discussion in Section 4.3.16.1.

00105-008:

Thank you for your comment.

00105-009:

The Alyeska Annual Data Report for June 2000-May 2001, filed with the EPA and ADEC pursuant to
Part III.B.6 of NPDES Permit No. AD-002324-8, shows the effluent from the BWTF did not exceed the
specific limits established in the Permit. The effluent limits in the Permit are established by the EPA,
and certified by the ADEC, at levels expected to prevent adverse effects on receiving waters. See
Appendix C, Section C.
While we recognize that the PWS RCAC has recommended that NPDES permit levels for the BWTF
be reduced, the EIS correctly identifies that BWTF discharges are below current NPDES permit limits
and that concentrations of total PAHs in sediments are below the sediment quality guidelines for
marine sediments. The methods used by Feder and Shaw (2000) to detect total PAH concentrations
in sediment were sufficiently sensitive to allow comparison to the sediment quality guidelines. This
does not mean that there is not some accumulation of PAHs in sediments surrounding the BWTF
diffuser near the VMT, just that those levels do not exceed the current sediment quality guidelines for
protecting aquatic organisms. Section 4.3.16.1 provides data and analyses of the impacts of PAHs
discharged to PWS.

00105-010:

Text has been added to Section 4.4.10 that mentions photoenhanced toxicity of some PAHs when
exposed to sunlight and provides additional citations.

00105-011:

The possibility of introducing nonindigenous organisms via untreated segregated tanker ballast water
is addressed as part of the analysis of cumulative effects in Section 4.7.7.2.1.

00105-012:

Thank you for your comment.
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00105-013:

Projected gravel needs under the proposed action are identified in Section 4.3.4 and it is estimated
that less than 100,000 cubic yards of material per year would be required. This section also identifies
that most of the required material would be obtained from the 69 operational material sites now being
utilized and recognizes that some additional materials sites might need to be developed. Development
of additional sites would be evaluated separately under NEPA and under state and federal permit
processes. Potential effects of gravel mining in streambeds on fish resources is addressed in Section
4.3.16.1, including the potential for utilization of some gravel excavation sites as overwintering habitat
for fish.

00105-014:

Section 4.7.7.2.1 recognizes that tanker traffic associated with the oil transport from the pipeline will
add to the potential for introducing such organisms into Prince William Sound and that ballast water
treatment would reduce the potential for such an impact.
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Responses for Document 00106
00106-001:

The reader is directed to Section 2.5 of the FEIS, which discusses the need for advisory boards. The
BLM will continue to work to listen very carefully to input provided by Alaska Native Tribes and villages
on issues related to TAPS operations.

00106-002:

The FEIS sections on biological resources (4.3.14-18 and 4.4.8-12) have been revised to include
information provided by the public during the comment process on the DEIS. The reader is also
directed to section 2.5 in which BLM states that studies on issues related to pipeline operations can
be initiated at any time if these studies are deemed necessary for the safe operation of TAPS.

00106-003:

Emergency services on the Dalton Highway are outside the scope of the EIS.

00106-004:

Access by travelers to APSC facilities on the Dalton Highway are outside the scope of the EIS.

00106-005:

Impacts to the environment, including social, economic, and subsistence are presented in Chapter 4
of the FEIS.

00106-006:

Section 2.5 discusses employment issues under section 29 of the Federal Grant.
requests by individual villages or Alaska Native Tribes are outside the scope of the EIS.

00106-007:

The time periods required for reviewing individual permits are outside the scope of the EIS.
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Responses for Document 00107
00107-001:

The reader is referred to Section 2.5 of the FEIS, in which audits are addressed under Alternatives
and Issues Considered but Eliminated from Detailed Analysis.

00107-002:

The reader is referred to Section 2.5 of the FEIS, “Alternatives and Issues Considered but Eliminated
from Detailed Analysis.”

00107-003:

Although 45 days is understandably a short time to review a document of this size, the time period is
consistent with the Council on Environmental Quality regulations for implementing the National
Environmental Policy Act regarding the review of draft environmental impact statements. Significant
effort was made to advise people of the schedule and duration of the review well in advance (one
year). The DEIS was published on schedule and many substantive comments on the content of the
DEIS, including yours, were received during the 45-day period.
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Responses for Document 00108
00108-001:

The reader is referred to Section 2.5 of the FEIS, “Alternatives and Issues Considered but Eliminated
from Detailed Analysis.”

00108-002:

The reader is directed to the discussion of escrow funds found in Section 2.5.

00108-003:

The reader is referred to Section 2.5 of the FEIS, in which audits are addressed under Alternatives
and Issues Considered but Eliminated from Detailed Analysis.

00108-004:

The reader is referred to Section 2.5 of the FEIS, “Alternatives and Issues Considered but Eliminated
from Detailed Analysis.”

00108-005:

The BLM and the agencies within JPO acknowledge both that there have been legitimate issues
related to APSC's Employee Concerns Program (ECP) and that APSC has undertaken considerable
efforts to improve and refine its ECP program.
The BLM and JPO expect to continue to evaluate the effectiveness of APSC's ECP through
confidential surveys that will seek input from all TAPS employees (see Section 4.8.4 of the FEIS). Like
the three prior surveys, these efforts can provide broad measures of the confidence that TAPS
workers have in APSC's ECP and can suggest areas needing improvement.
The JPO also notes that a confidential hotline (1-800-764-5070) currently exists for employees or
members of the public to report issues and concerns about TAPS. Recorded messages are checked
daily by the BLM-Alaska Special Agent’s office. The purpose of the hotline is to identify issues
relating to pipeline integrity, public safety, environmental protections and regulatory compliance for
incorporation into the JPO work program. The BLM also refers employees seeking personal relief
(e.g., restoration of employment or lost compensation) to the U.S. Department of Labor or other
appropriate authorities for further investigation.

00108-006:

The BLM and member agencies of the JPO use an adaptive management approach to evaluate the
effectiveness of stipulations and regulatory oversight. Ongoing monitoring programs, as identified in
the 12 Comprehensive Monitoring Reports published since 1996, provide BLM and JPO with the
necessary information to evaluate the effectiveness of stipulations in the Grant and Lease.
The reader is referred to Section 4.1.1 (JPO oversight) and specifically to Sections 4.1.1.2 (Adaptive
Nature of the Grant in Compliance Monitoring), 4.1.1.3 (Risk-based Compliance Monitoring), 4.1.1.4
(JPO Comprehensive Monitoring Program), and 4.1.1.8 (Coordinated Planning and Response to
Abnormal Incidents) for more information on the role of adaptive management as a JPO business
practice.

00108-007:

Although 45 days is understandably a short time to review a document of this size, the time period is
consistent with the Council on Environmental Quality regulations for implementing the National
Environmental Policy Act regarding the review of draft environmental impact statements. Significant
effort was made to advise people of the schedule and duration of the review well in advance (one
year). The DEIS was published on schedule and many substantive comments on the content of the
DEIS, including yours, were received during the 45-day period.
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Responses for Document 00109
00109-001:

Oil spill prevention and response capabilities and related activities specific to the Copper River
drainage area are discussed more fully in a text box that has been added to Section 4.4.4.3.

00109-002:

The JPO produced TAPS engineering report No. 00-E-018, Valdez Marine Terminal Ballast Water
Treatment Plant: Compliance with Agreement and Grant Section 23 (May 24, 2000). The report
satisfies the 5-year review process.

00109-003:

The reader is directed to Section 2.5 of the EIS, especially the part on the Exxon Valdez oil spill.

00109-004:

Section 4.4.4.7, Human Health and Safety, in the EIS, provides a detailed analysis of the potential
effects of oil spills on human health. The BLM and member agencies of the JPO are committed to the
protection of human health and the environment. The federal grant and authorizing legislation
(TAPAA) provide unprecedented authority to BLM in assuring the protection of human health and the
environment. Stipulations (the guiding conduct of operations for the operator of TAPS) within the
federal grant contain numerous provisions that are protective of human health and the environment.

00109-005:

Any information regarding potential hazards associated with TAPS should be provided by the JPO.
The Valdez Marine Terminal (VMT) has a number of fire protection systems, and fire protection
capability was considered in preparing the EIS. See the text box in Section 4.3.13.1 for a complete
description of the VMT protection /response features. Buildup of waxy solids in tanks at the Ballast
Water Treatment Facility has received considerable attention by the JPO and APSC, as well as by
citizen groups such as PWS RCAC. There is concurrence on an appropriate course of corrective
action. See text box in Section 4.3.13.1.3.
APSC substantially revised its quality control procedures after the 1993 testimony. APSC’s quality
control program undergoes review by the JPO under its comprehensive monitoring program. See
Section 4.1.3.1.

00109-006:

It is correct that the effects of aging have the potential to impact the integrity and reliability of any
mechanical system. However, age alone does not dictate reliability or performance. Myriad factors
can impact system performance. For example, the manner in which mechanical systems are
operated and maintained can greatly influence their long-term integrity, reliability, and performance.
Utilizing its oversight authority, the JPO ensures that APSC’s operating and maintenance procedures
take all potential impacting factors into account and are sufficient and appropriate to maintain TAPS
integrity. The JPO also has the authority to direct APSC to undertake changes, repairs, or upgrades
when that is not the case. Under the reliability centered maintenance (RCM) program, all TAPS
subsystems are being carefully evaluated for the consequences of their failure and will have
maintenance regimens or remanufacture, overhaul, or replacement schedules established that
preclude such failures from occurring, if they would have an adverse impact on public safety or the
environment.
The text box in Section 4.1.1.8 provides a synopsis of the MP 400 bullet hole incident. Details of the
spill and the response are provided. Changes to the pipeline’s spill contingency plan that are being
made as a result of lessons learned are also discussed.
Each of the three spills that occurred on start-up after a maintenance-related shutdown have been
carefully evaluated, and causal factors have been identified. The JPO has required APSC to revise its
shut-down and start-up procedures to prevent reoccurrence. APSC is also required to conduct drills
on its procedures to ensure they are correct and complete. Also, APSC has made modifications to
piping at pump stations to enhance cold restart capabilities. Summaries of the three incidents are
included in CMP Report #11, issued in April 2002. See also Section 4.1.1.4.
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00109-007:

Text has been added to Section 4.7.8.3 of the FEIS providing additional sources of information about
the impact of the Exxon Valdez oil spill (EVOS) on communities, including intangible impacts, such as
psychological stress, and in the fisheries, recreation, and tourism industries in the Prince William
Sound area. In addition, compressed overviews of selected impacts of the EVOS have been added to
Sections 4.7.8.1 and 4.7.8.2.

00109-008:

Although 45 days is understandably a short time to review a document of this size, the time period is
consistent with the Council on Environmental Quality regulations for implementing the National
Environmental Policy Act regarding the review of draft environmental impact statements. Significant
effort was made to advise people of the schedule and duration of the review well in advance (one
year). The DEIS was published on schedule and many substantive comments on the content of the
DEIS, including yours, were received during the 45-day period.

00109-009:

The reader is referred to Section 2.5 of the FEIS, “Alternatives and Issues Considered but Eliminated
from Detailed Analysis.”

00109-010:

The reader is referred to Section 2.5 of the FEIS, “Alternatives and Issues Considered but Eliminated
from Detailed Analysis.”

00109-011:

The BLM and the agencies within JPO acknowledge both that there have been legitimate issues
related to APSC's Employee Concerns Program (ECP) and that APSC has undertaken considerable
efforts to improve and refine its ECP program.
The BLM and JPO expect to continue to evaluate the effectiveness of APSC's ECP through
confidential surveys that will seek input from all TAPS employees (see Section 4.8.4 of the FEIS). Like
the three prior surveys, these efforts can provide broad measures of the confidence that TAPS
workers have in APSC's ECP and can suggest areas needing improvement.
The JPO also notes that a confidential hotline (1-800-764-5070) currently exists for employees or
members of the public to report issues and concerns about TAPS. Recorded messages are checked
daily by the BLM-Alaska Special Agent’s office. The purpose of the hotline is to identify issues
relating to pipeline integrity, public safety, environmental protections and regulatory compliance for
incorporation into the JPO work program. The BLM also refers employees seeking personal relief
(e.g., restoration of employment or lost compensation) to the U.S. Department of Labor or other
appropriate authorities for further investigation.

00109-012:

Section 4.4.4.7, “Human Health and Safety,” provides a detailed analysis of the potential effects of oil
spills on human health.
The BLM and member agencies of the JPO are committed to the protection of human health and the
environment. The Federal Grant and authorizing legislation (TAPAA) provide unprecedented authority
to BLM in assuring the protection of human health and the environment. Stipulations (the guiding
conduct of operations for the operator of TAPS) within the Federal Grant contain numerous provisions
that are protective of human health and the environment.

00109-013:

The BLM and the member agencies of JPO investigate all significant spills to verify the spill volume.
There has been no evidence to date that past spill volumes have been reported inaccurately. If natural
resource damage claims occur because of a spill, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Agency or National
Marine Fisheries Service conduct studies to evaluate damage to natural resources.
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00109-014:

The BLM and member agencies of the JPO use an adaptive management approach to evaluate the
effectiveness of stipulations and regulatory oversight. Ongoing monitoring programs, as identified in
the 12 Comprehensive Monitoring Reports published since 1996, provide BLM and JPO with the
necessary information to evaluate the effectiveness of stipulations in the Grant and Lease.
The reader is referred to Section 4.1.1 (JPO oversight) and specifically to Sections 4.1.1.2 (Adaptive
Nature of the Grant in Compliance Monitoring), 4.1.1.3 (Risk-based Compliance Monitoring), 4.1.1.4
(JPO Comprehensive Monitoring Program), and 4.1.1.8 (Coordinated Planning and Response to
Abnormal Incidents) for more information on the role of adaptive management as a JPO business
practice.

00109-015:

The reader is referred to Section 2.5 of the FEIS, in which audits are addressed under Alternatives
and Issues Considered but Eliminated from Detailed Analysis.

00109-016:

The reader is referred to Section 2.5 of the FEIS, in which audits are addressed under Alternatives
and Issues Considered but Eliminated from Detailed Analysis.

00109-017:

The reader is directed to the discussion of escrow funds found in Section 2.5.

00109-018:

The reader is referred to Section 2.5 of the FEIS, “Alternatives and Issues Considered but Eliminated
from Detailed Analysis.”
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Responses for Document 00110
00110-001:

The JPO produced TAPS engineering report No. 00-E-018, Valdez Marine Terminal Ballast Water
Treatment Plant: Compliance with Agreement and Grant Section 23 (May 24, 2000). The report
satisfies the 5-year review process.

00110-002:

The federal action addressed in this EIS is renewal of the right-of-way for the TAPS. While renewal
would result in continued operation of oil tankers in Prince William Sound, that activity is beyond the
limits of the right-of-way corridor and thus, not under the jurisdiction of BLM. Moreover, the BLM has
no authority over oil spill cleanup and damage assessment within Prince William Sound. Regulation of
activities associated with the transport of oil by tankers in Prince William Sound is under the
jurisdiction of the U.S. Coast Guard and the U.S. Department of Transportation. Analysis of impacts to
fish and wildlife in Prince William Sound is included in the DEIS to provide perspective within which
the direct and indirect impacts of the proposed action and alternatives are addressed.
The BLM and member agencies of JPO enforce a number of stipulations that protect of fish and
wildlife resources within the right-of-way corridor. The DEIS analysis did not find any significant
impact to fish or wildlife resources associated with TAPS operations and maintenance within the rightof-way corridor.

00110-003:

Section 4.4.4.7, “Human Health and Safety,” provides a detailed analysis of the potential effects of oil
spills on human health.
The BLM and member agencies of the JPO are committed to the protection of human health and the
environment. The Federal Grant and authorizing legislation (TAPAA) provide unprecedented authority
to BLM in assuring the protection of human health and the environment. Stipulations (the guiding
conduct of operations for the operator of TAPS) within the Federal Grant contain numerous provisions
that are protective of human health and the environment.

00110-004:

The JPO produced TAPS engineering report No. 00-E-018, Valdez Marine Terminal Ballast Water
Treatment Plant: Compliance with Agreement and Grant Section 23 (May 24, 2000). The report
satisfies the 5-year review process.
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00110-005:

It is correct that the effects of aging have the potential to impact the integrity and reliability of any
mechanical system. However, age alone does not dictate reliability or performance. Myriad factors
can impact system performance. For example, the manner in which mechanical systems are
operated and maintained can greatly influence their long-term integrity, reliability, and performance.
Utilizing its oversight authority, the JPO ensures that APSC’s operating and maintenance procedures
take all potential impacting factors into account and are sufficient and appropriate to maintain TAPS
integrity. The JPO also has the authority to direct APSC to undertake changes, repairs, or upgrades
when that is not the case. Under the reliability centered maintenance (RCM) program, all TAPS
subsystems are being carefully evaluated for the consequences of their failure and will have
maintenance regimens or remanufacture, overhaul, or replacement schedules established that
preclude such failures from occurring, if they would have an adverse impact on public safety or the
environment.
The text box in Section 4.1.1.8 provides a synopsis of the MP 400 bullet hole incident. Details of the
spill and the response are provided. Changes to the pipeline’s spill contingency plan that are being
made as a result of lessons learned are also discussed.
Each of the three spills that occurred on start-up after a maintenance-related shutdown have been
carefully evaluated, and causal factors have been identified. The JPO has required APSC to revise its
shut-down and start-up procedures to prevent reoccurrence. APSC is also required to conduct drills
on its procedures to ensure they are correct and complete. Also, APSC has made modifications to
piping at pump stations to enhance cold restart capabilities. Summaries of the three incidents are
included in CMP Report #11, issued in April 2002. See also Section 4.1.1.4.

00110-006:

Text has been added to Section 4.7.8.3 of the FEIS providing additional sources of information about
the impact of the Exxon Valdez oil spill (EVOS) on communities, including intangible impacts, such as
psychological stress, and in the fisheries, recreation, and tourism industries in the Prince William
Sound area. In addition, compressed overviews of selected impacts of the EVOS have been added to
Sections 4.7.8.1 and 4.7.8.2.

00110-007:

Although 45 days is understandably a short time to review a document of this size, the time period is
consistent with the Council on Environmental Quality regulations for implementing the National
Environmental Policy Act regarding the review of draft environmental impact statements. Significant
effort was made to advise people of the schedule and duration of the review well in advance (one
year). The DEIS was published on schedule and many substantive comments on the content of the
DEIS, including yours, were received during the 45-day period.

00110-008:

The reader is referred to Section 2.5 of the FEIS, “Alternatives and Issues Considered but Eliminated
from Detailed Analysis.”

00110-009:

The reader is referred to Section 2.5 of the FEIS, “Alternatives and Issues Considered but Eliminated
from Detailed Analysis.”

00110-010:

The BLM and the member agencies of JPO investigate all significant spills to verify the spill volume.
There has been no evidence to date that past spill volumes have been reported inaccurately. If natural
resource damage claims occur because of a spill, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Agency or National
Marine Fisheries Service conduct studies to evaluate damage to natural resources.
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00110-011:

The BLM and member agencies of the JPO use an adaptive management approach to evaluate the
effectiveness of stipulations and regulatory oversight. Ongoing monitoring programs, as identified in
the 12 Comprehensive Monitoring Reports published since 1996, provide BLM and JPO with the
necessary information to evaluate the effectiveness of stipulations in the Grant and Lease.
The reader is referred to Section 4.1.1 (JPO oversight) and specifically to Sections 4.1.1.2 (Adaptive
Nature of the Grant in Compliance Monitoring), 4.1.1.3 (Risk-based Compliance Monitoring), 4.1.1.4
(JPO Comprehensive Monitoring Program), and 4.1.1.8 (Coordinated Planning and Response to
Abnormal Incidents) for more information on the role of adaptive management as a JPO business
practice.

00110-012:

The reader is referred to Section 2.5 of the FEIS, in which audits are addressed under Alternatives
and Issues Considered but Eliminated from Detailed Analysis.

00110-013:

The reader is referred to Section 2.5 of the FEIS, in which audits are addressed under Alternatives
and Issues Considered but Eliminated from Detailed Analysis.

00110-014:

The reader is directed to the discussion of escrow funds found in Section 2.5.

00110-015:

Section 4.4.4.7, “Human Health and Safety,” provides a detailed analysis of the potential effects of oil
spills on human health.
The BLM and member agencies of the JPO are committed to the protection of human health and the
environment. The Federal Grant and authorizing legislation (TAPAA) provide unprecedented authority
to BLM in assuring the protection of human health and the environment. Stipulations (the guiding
conduct of operations for the operator of TAPS) within the Federal Grant contain numerous provisions
that are protective of human health and the environment.

00110-016:

The reader is referred to Section 2.5 of the FEIS, “Alternatives and Issues Considered but Eliminated
from Detailed Analysis.”
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Responses for Document 00111
00111-001:

Although 45 days is understandably a short time to review a document of this size, the time period is
consistent with the Council on Environmental Quality regulations for implementing the National
Environmental Policy Act regarding the review of draft environmental impact statements. Significant
effort was made to advise people of the schedule and duration of the review well in advance (one
year). The DEIS was published on schedule and many substantive comments on the content of the
DEIS, including yours, were received during the 45-day period.

00111-002:

The reader is referred to Section 2.5 of the FEIS, “Alternatives and Issues Considered but Eliminated
from Detailed Analysis.”

00111-003:

The recommendation made by the comment would involve a change to the Grant of Right-of-Way for
Trans-Alaska Pipeline, which is beyond the scope of this EIS. The document currently evaluates the
existing Federal Grant (see Appendix B). As noted in Section 4.3.21, Section 29 of the Grant of Rightof-Way for Trans-Alaska Pipeline addresses the hiring of Alaska Natives, who likely would be state
residents (though no requirement for residency is included in Section 29).

00111-004:

The reader is directed to the discussion of escrow funds found in Section 2.5.

00111-005:

A proposal to permanently shut down TAPS would be a significant event that would not escape public
notice. Requirements for dismantlement, removal, and restoration of the facilities are very specific,
and there is ample authority to enforce them.

00111-006:

The BLM and member agencies of the JPO use an adaptive management approach to evaluate the
effectiveness of stipulations and regulatory oversight. Ongoing monitoring programs, as identified in
the 12 Comprehensive Monitoring Reports published since 1996, provide BLM and JPO with the
necessary information to evaluate the effectiveness of stipulations in the Grant and Lease.
The reader is referred to Section 4.1.1 (JPO oversight) and specifically to Sections 4.1.1.2 (Adaptive
Nature of the Grant in Compliance Monitoring), 4.1.1.3 (Risk-based Compliance Monitoring), 4.1.1.4
(JPO Comprehensive Monitoring Program), and 4.1.1.8 (Coordinated Planning and Response to
Abnormal Incidents) for more information on the role of adaptive management as a JPO business
practice.
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Responses for Document 00112
00112-001:

Thank you for your comment.

00112-002:

Thank you for your comment.

00112-003:

Issues associated with determining royalty and severance rates are outside the scope of the renewal
process and this EIS.

00112-004:

Thank you for your comment.

00112-005:

Thank you for your comment.

00112-006:

Sections 3.23, 4.3.19, 4.5.2.19, and 4.6.2.19 provide detailed analyses of the local, state, and national
economic issues that are direct or indirect components of TAPS renewal decisions. World politics and
energy policy issues are beyond the scope of this renewal process.
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